
2019 Bencher Election – County of Cariboo 

Candidate biographies and statements 

The candidates were invited to submit biographical information and an election 
statement. The views expressed are those of the candidates and do not reflect the official 
policy or position of the Law Society. 

Candidates are listed in order of their appearance on the ballot, as determined by drawing 
of lots, pursuant to Rule 1-28. 

Candidate information for District 7 – County of Cariboo 

• MCDONALD, Geoffrey

• ZETZSCHE, Heidi

• REED, Jacqueline R. 
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MCDONALD, Geoffrey 

Called to the Bar: 2006 

Crown Counsel 

Email: geoffrey.mcdonald@gov.bc.ca 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I am a barrister based in Prince George, BC. I articled for and was an associate with 
Richard Gibbs, QC. In 2007 I joined the Prince George Crown Counsel office. I am now 
the Environmental Crown Counsel for our region. 

I am the creator of the Prince George Law Talks – a yearly law conference that provides 
the northern bar with an economical access to required legal education and (more 
importantly) an opportunity to interact with the colleagues. 

I am a former president of the Prince George Bar Association. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I hope you will support me in continuing as your Bencher. I have a history of service to 
the northern bar. I created and continue to run the Prince George Law Talks. I have 
served as President of the Prince George Bar Association. I have also had the honour of 
being your bencher for the past two years.  

I am a strong advocate at the Bencher table for the northern bar. As Bencher I continue to 
raise issues that affect the practice of law in our region and bring a northern view. I am 
especially passionate about access to justice and legal resources issues in the north. 
Seeking additional Law Society support for our northern lawyers and firms is key to 
enabling our bar to continue to serve our communities well. I am a strong defender of the 
need for our profession to remain independent and self-regulating. It is lawyers who must 
regulate the practice of law.  

I have a proven record of leadership and service. I am always available to you - just call 
(7783495451). I hope I can count on your support. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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ZETZSCHE, Heidi 

Called to the Bar: 1992 

Self-Employed 

Email: lawyerheidiz@gmail.com 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I was called to the Ontario Bar in 1990 and the BC bar in 1992. I am the former elected 
CBA member for Cariboo South and former President of the Cariboo CBA Association. I 
am presently one of the two elected Benchers for the Cariboo district. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I hope to promote truth and reconciliation and access to justice. My job as a legal aid 
family lawyer travelling for court from 100 Mile House to Fort St. James and court 
houses in between provides me with a unique view on these issues. It also allows me to 
interact with the local bench and bar in these various communities.  

[Return to Candidates list] 
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REED, Jacqueline R. 

Called to the Bar: 2011 

Jon M. Duncan Law Corporation 

Email: jreed@jmd-law.ca 

Website: http://jmd-law.ca/  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Jacqueline was born and raised in Vanderhoof, B.C. She attended and graduated from the 
University of Northern British Columbia with a Bachelor's of Art (literature)(2004). 
Jacqueline was then accepted and attended the University of Saskatchewan, College of 
Law and graduated with her Juris Doctor in law (2008).  

Jacqueline completed her articles in Smither’s, B.C., under the direction of a reputable 
sole practitioner. It is during this time that Jacqueline developed her passion for family 
law.  

Jacqueline was called to the Bar of B.C. in October 2011. She began her career as a 
Crown Prosecutor with the Attorney General ('A.G'). She then branched out with her own 
law corporation, practicing primarily family law files.  

Jacqueline current focus is on family matters related to issues of divorce, guardianship of 
children, child support and spousal support, division of property and debt, among other 
legal issues common to the dissolution of a marital relationship.  

In her spare time, Jacqueline dedicates the majority of her time to her two sons.  As a 
family, they enjoy travelling, hiking, a variety of sports and spending time together. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I hope to engage with summer students and articled students and to participate in the 
retention of lawyers in northern communities, specifically Aboriginal lawyers. I hope to 
mentor networking for young people entering, or considering entering into the legal 
profession. As an Aboriginal lawyer that is independently raising two children on my 
own, I hope to represent and network with students or other lawyers that come from these 
same circumstances. Also, as a Bencher I could offer advocacy and mentoring - through 
my own practice experience - ethical practice for all members of the law society in the 
district. I would seek to encourage and grow diversity in the northern communities in 
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British Columbia as I believe that this is in the best interest of our communities and our 
profession. I am of the view that my litigation and advocacy experience would be a 
benefit to the local bar, as a representation of the local bar in the capacity of a Bencher. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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