
2019 Bencher Election – County of Prince Rupert 

Candidate biographies and statements 

The candidates were invited to submit biographical information and an election 
statement. The views expressed are those of the candidates and do not reflect the official 
policy or position of the Law Society. 

Candidates are listed in order of their appearance on the ballot, as determined by drawing 
of lots, pursuant to Rule 1-28. 

Candidate information for District 8 – Prince Rupert 

• FEINBERG, Lisa

• WESTWOOD, Sarah 
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FEINBERG, Lisa 

Called to the Bar: 2012 (Ontario), 2015 (BC) 

BC Prosecution Service 

Email: Lisa.Feinberg@gov.bc.ca 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Lisa is employed as a Crown Counsel in Smithers, BC with a primary focus on criminal 
prosecutions. Lisa has lived in Smithers for five years and has previously worked in a 
private firm here, with a general practise firm. Before moving to Northern BC, Lisa 
worked for three years in. Toronto, Ontario, practising labour, employment, and 
administrative law.  

Lisa is involved both in the legal community and her local community. She is currently 
the Chair of the Womens Lawyer Forum - BC North. Having strong ties to Smithers, Lisa 
serves as a Trustee of the Smithers Public Library and volunteers regularly for arts and 
community events. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

As Bencher, my focus would be on supporting the diversity within our profession, 
ensuring mental health supports for members, and promoting civility.  

Our region is attracting new young lawyers from a variety of backgrounds. I hope to 
ensure that our profession is inclusive for all members, including those who are racialized 
or have family obligations. In particular, it is imperative that we support lawyers in the 
North who identify as Indigenous and/or who serve rural and Indigenous communities.  

In the North, we often work in isolation. This can increase our susceptibility to mental 
health issues. If elected, I would support initiatives to address this issue.  

Finally, ours is a small bar and the strength of that bar is our professionalism and 
collegiality. When issues arise, it impacts the entire local bar. As Bencher, I would be 
responsive both to individual members and the broader community. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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WESTWOOD, Sarah 

Called to the Bar:  2002 

Yuen Westwood Law Corporation 

Email: sarahwestwood@telus.net 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Called in 2002, I worked as a solicitor in Vancouver until moving to Smithers in 2004. 
Since then, I have practiced largely as a barrister, appearing on matters including ad hoc 
Crown, criminal defence, family, and employment cases. Counsel for the Director under 
the Child, Family and Community Service Act since 2007, I practice throughout Prince 
Rupert County.  

Elected as Bencher for Prince Rupert County in 2014, I am currently Chair of the Practice 
Standards Committee and Vice Chair of the Lawyer Education Advisory Committee. I 
have also served on the Executive, Access to Justice, Equity and Diversity, Complainants 
Review and Governance Committees, as well as being the LSBC Liaison for the CBABC 
Provincial Council. I was a member of the Legal Aid Task Force, and continue as a 
member of the Legal Aid Advisory Committee. I regularly present and speak at CPD 
events, and I have organized the annual Bench, Bar and Court Users' summer barbecue 
since 2011. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I hope to be re-elected as Bencher for my final term. In seeking re-election, I believe I 
can continue to serve the interests of the public and the Bar in Prince Rupert County. I am 
acutely aware of the challenges of practice and access to justice in rural and remote 
communities, and how issues of poverty, distance and culture affect our clients and the 
communities in which we live and work. I am also aware of, and have written on, how 
these issues complicate and affect how we practice and serve those seeking legal 
assistance while maintaining our professional standards. I think it is important that the 
perspective and concerns of our area be strongly represented within the governing body 
of the Law Society. If re-elected Bencher, I commit to keeping this perspective, informed 
by my experience both as a Vancouver corporate solicitor and a rural barrister, at the 
forefront of my approach to the issues faced at the Bencher table. I intend to keep this 
view in mind when considering issues of central import to Prince Rupert County, and to 
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bring such matters to the attention of the Prince Rupert County Bar in a timely fashion. I 
know Benchers are called upon to make difficult decisions, balancing the needs of 
lawyers with the public interest and the requirements of the profession. I believe the 
range of my practice gives me the ideal opportunity to consult with the members of 
Prince Rupert County and to ensure that any decision I make is thoughtful and informed 
by all aspects, including women's and cultural issues, of particular concern, while 
maintaining the integrity of the legal profession. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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