
2019 Bencher Election – County of Vancouver 

Candidate biographies and statements 

The candidates were invited to submit biographical information and an election statement. The 
views expressed are those of the candidates and do not reflect the official policy or position of 
the Law Society. 

Candidates are listed in order of their appearance on the ballot, as determined by drawing of lots, 
pursuant to Rule 1-28. 

Candidate information for District 1 – County of Vancouver 

• MCQUEEN, Jacqueline G.

• CHOW, Jennifer, QC

• MCKOEN, Steven, QC

• GREENBERG, Brook

• MACLAREN, Jamie, QC

• THOMAS, Michael

• SNOWSHOE, Karen L.

• AHMAD, Jasmin Z.

• LAMB, Julie K., QC

• ROWBOTHAM, Elizabeth J.

• DHALIWAL, Jeevyn

• SYER, Ashley

• FESTINGER, Jon, QC

• TURNER, John

• LEE, Kyla

• LEONI, Anthony

• CAMPBELL, Jeff, QC
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MCQUEEN, Jacqueline G. 

Called to the Bar: 1995 (Ontario), 1996 (BC), 2001 (New 
Zealand) 

Aaron Gordon Daykin Nordlinger, LLP 

Email: jmcqueen@agdnlaw.ca 

Website: www.agdnlaw.ca/lawyers/jacqueline-g-mcqueen/ 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Elected Bencher in November 2018, in 2019 I served on the Access to Legal Services Advisory 
Committee, Practice Standards Committee, and Unauthorized Practice Committee.  

I grew up in BC, and then completed my B.A. at York University and LL.B. at Osgoode Hall 
Law School (1993).  I was called to the Bar in BC in 1996 (Ontario 1995, New Zealand 2001).  I 
now practice 100% family law, but have practiced family law and general civil litigation in both 
small and mid-sized firm settings.  I am a qualified family law mediator and a partner at Aaron 
Gordon Daykin Nordlinger LLP, a boutique family law firm. I am mother to three boys. 

Professionally, I have been involved in a variety of CBA Vancouver subsections, including at the 
executive level.  I have been a mentor through the CBA Women Lawyers Forum, and informally.  
I am currently a member of the BC Law Institute Pension Division Review Committee. 

I have volunteered with CLEBC as a contributing author to Annotated Family Practice and as a 
course presenter and have participated as a moot court judge in the PLTC program and in pro-
bono legal advice programs. I have participated on the boards of community organizations.   

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I wish to contribute to the profession and the community.  

In my role as a Bencher through 2019, I have sought to bring a thoughtful, measured and 
compassionate approach to governance issues and to bring my ideas, perspective and energy to 
the challenges facing all of us as professionals.   Sitting in a regulatory capacity is humbling and 
an incredible responsibility.   

I bring my experience in private practice, in small and mid-sized firms, to the Bencher table.  I 
understand the pressures inherent in combining full-time practice and volunteer commitments 
with family commitments.  My experiences inform my views and approach. 

mailto: jmcqueen@agdnlaw.ca


In 2019, I served on: 

• the Access to Legal Services Advisory Committee,
• the Practice Standards Committee, and
• the Unauthorized Practice Committee.

Access to justice is a significant concern, and I believe ongoing efforts are required on a variety 
of tracks, including continued advocacy around Legal Aid funding.  Improving access to justice 
requires consideration of many factors, including: 

• Understanding and addressing barriers to individuals in accessing the advice and support
they require;

• Understanding and addressing barriers to members of the profession who aim to provide
services to those in need;

• the impact of self-represented litigants on the courts and on our practices;

• how failure to meet the legal needs of the public may affect the ongoing independence of
the profession.

To protect the public interest, The Law Society must ensure that those providing legal advice are 
competent.  Sound and measured information and advice in the early stages of a dispute sets the 
expectations of the participants and is critical to putting participants on a course towards a just 
and durable resolution and not ongoing conflict.  We are in an era where information is easy to 
come by, but judgment and analysis is not – lawyers have a unique role in filling this gap.   

Providing support and guidance to the membership, through a robust and flexible PLTC 
program, LSBC Practice Advisors and through remedial programs including Practice Standards, 
is critical to protecting the public interest. 

As someone who has qualified and practiced in three jurisdictions, I have a strong interest in the 
credentials process, and the function of The Law Society in ensuring that those offering legal 
services have the knowledge, skill set, ethical grounding and judgment required to effectively 
advance the interests of those who rely on them.    

I believe those established in the profession need to provide assistance to new lawyers to ensure 
they receive the practical training, mentorship and support needed to develop into productive 
professionals, who are able to fulfill the unique role of advocates in an increasingly complex 
environment and who are less likely to drop out of practice.  Providing this support will ensure a 
more diverse and representative bar, with higher levels of career satisfaction for all of us.  I hope 
to continue to work with lawyers at the outset of their careers. 

I would be honoured to be re-elected and to have the opportunity to continue in this work. 

[Return to Candidates list] 



4 

CHOW, Jennifer, QC 

Called to the Bar: 1990 

Department Of Justice 

Email: Jennifer.chow@justice.gc.ca 

Website: https://www.justice.gc.ca  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Jennifer Chow QC is a senior litigator at the Department of Justice. Her goals include improving 
access to justice and promoting equality and diversity within the legal profession.  

Jennifer's 2018-19 bencher duties included: 

• Vice-Chair, Equality Diversity and Inclusion Advisory Committee
• Member, Ethics Committee
• Member, Rule of Law and Lawyer Independence Advisory Committee
• Member, Tribunal Recruitment Working Group
• Chair, disciplinary hearings
• Panel member, conduct reviews
• Moderator, Rule of Law Lectures
• Member, judging panel, Rule of Law high school essay contests

Other: 

• First visible minority President, Canadian· Bar Association BC 2015-6
• Diversity and Inclusion Award, Law Society of BC 2017
• Queen's Counsel 2016
• Community Service Award, Canadian Bar Association BC 2010
• Member, Trauma-Informed Practice Project Steering Committee, JIBC course
• Mentor/articled student principal
• Regular contributor/speaker on ethics, diversity and specific practice areas

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I am honoured and privileged to be serving as an elected bencher for Vancouver County. If re-
elected, I will continue to bring a unique perspective to the table on important issues affecting 
the legal profession and the public interest.  

mailto: Jennifer.chow@justice.gc.ca
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Being a bencher these past two years has been a great experience. I have focussed on: supporting 
diversity at the senior levels in the profession; encouraging collaboration and consultation within 
the profession on critical issues such as alternative legal service providers; and supporting 
initiatives regarding legal aid, pro bono work, mental health and articling students. My general 
duties have included: addressing ethical and practice-related issues raised by lawyers and 
students; meeting new articled students at bencher interviews; attending call ceremonies; 
attending bencher meetings, committee meetings, working group meetings and retreats; 
recruiting potential disciplinary hearing panel members; moderating two rule of law lectures; 
judging two rule of law essay contests; and championing a demographics update of the legal 
profession.  

I also maintain a broad perspective on access to justice issues by volunteering on a provincial 
committee devoted to developing a trauma-informed practice course. In terms of outreach, I 
speak regularly at various events on diversity, ethics and practice tips for new lawyers.  

If re-elected, I will continue to champion diversity issues, access to justice issues and a positive 
image of the legal profession through outreach and other initiatives.  

Our profession's demographics are changing. At call ceremonies and bencher interviews, it is a 
joy to see increasing diversity among our newly called lawyers. As Vice-Chair of the Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion committee this past year, I championed for an analysis of the 
demographic data gathered by the Law Society from the Annual Practice Declaration. If re-
elected, I will continue to champion an analysis of the changing demographics to identify trends 
and benchmarks. I will also continue to approach issues from a viewpoint that respects the 
diversity of our profession.  

Access to justice and legal aid issues are as important as ever. I support the Law Society's vision 
of a legal profession and justice system that are affordable and accessible to the public. Based on 
last year's annual general meeting and feedback, I also heard how passionate the profession· is on 
critical issues that affect the practice of law, such as alternative service providers. If re-elected, I 
will continue to promote a collaborative and consultative approach with lawyers on how the Law 
Society and the legal profession can work together on access to justice issues.  

Promoting the protection of the public is also as important as ever. Over the past few years, we 
heard from the provincial government about how money laundering and similar issues have 
adversely impacted the public interest, including possibly the public perception of lawyers. As a 
bencher, I will support initiatives that foster greater public confidence in the legal profession.  

Please vote for me. Thank you. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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MCKOEN, Steven, QC 

Called to the Bar: 1998 

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 

Email: steven.mckoen@blakes.com 

Website: https://www.mckoen.me 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Steve has been a bencher since 2016. Currently, he is the chair of the Governance Committee 
and the Law Firm Regulation Task Force, vice-chair of the Finance Committee, and a member of 
the Executive Committee, the Ethics Committee and the Futures Committee. Steve is an active 
member of the discipline tribunal, having authored 9 decisions and co-authored 2 since 2016. 

He was called to the BC Bar in 1998 and is a partner at Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, 
practicing in the areas of securities, mergers & acquisitions, and corporate governance. 

Steve grew up in Port Alberni and Nanaimo, and attended law school at UVic.  He is a director 
of the Pacific Legal Education and Outreach Society, which provides pro bono advice to not-for-
profits and the cultural sector, and is a trustee of the Burnaby Hospital Foundation.  Steve taught 
as an adjunct professor in the faculty of law at UBC for 8 years and at UVic for 3, and is a past 
chair of the Securities Law Section of the CBABC. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I am asking you to re-elect me for a third term as a bencher. I will work hard to support the Law 
Society in its efforts to be a strong, independent regulator that acts in the public interest. My 
record as a bencher speaks to my commitment to these principles. If re-elected, I will continue to 
work to improve all members of the public’s access to independent legal advice. 

Access to Justice: LSBC Fees Need to be Reasonable 

Practice fees are a burden on lawyers working in low fee areas, like legal aid and poverty law. 
These areas need more legal services, not less. Each time we increase the LSBC fees, more 
lawyers get priced out. We have to keep our fees as low as possible or the members working in 
areas where there is huge need simply will be unable to do so.  We can’t deprive our 
communities of their services.  

Our budget is largely paid by our members. One way to keep fees down is responsible spending. 
As vice-chair of Finance, I spearheaded a new policy that requires all new proposals to be fully 

mailto: steven.mckoen@blakes.com
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costed so the financial impact of a program is front and centre in our decision making. I will 
continue to push for responsible spending, value for money and keeping fees low. 

Public Interest: Incentives for Pro Bono Work 

I have provided pro bono legal advice to over 200 people during my career, primarily through a 
pro bono clinic that I helped establish in 2006 and have been volunteering at ever since.   

My commitment to pro bono has informed many of my votes at the benchers’ table and I have 
been proud to advocate for the Law Society to find new ways to promote the provision of pro 
bono by the profession. While we were not successful in 2018 in passing a rule that would allow 
some form of CPD credit for pro bono work, I will continue to advocate for rules that promote 
pro bono.   

Independence: Increasing the Ability of our Members to Participate 

Our independence as a profession is only real if our members have a meaningful opportunity to 
participate in deciding the path the Law Society takes.  The procedural problems at the 2018 
AGM showed we needed to update our rules to reflect the realities of allowing our 12,000+ 
members to have their voices heard.  

As chair of the governance committee, I lead the design of new meeting rules that permit 
advance, online voting and increase the opportunities for meaningful participation by making the 
motion process simple, public and transparent. I acted quickly to bring these reforms forward. 
They were designed, submitted to a referendum and adopted all in time to be in place for the 
2019 AGM where they were successfully implemented.  

I believe that the Law Society, through leadership, advocacy, rule-making and education, can 
enhance the profession’s ability to provide truly independent legal services to more people. I 
hope to reward your continued support. Thank you. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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GREENBERG, Brook 

Called to the Bar: 1998 

Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP 

Email: bgreenberg@fasken.com 

Website: www.Fasken.com/en/Brook-Greenberg 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Brook has served as an elected Bencher for Vancouver County since 2016. 

He has been a member of the Litigation Department of Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP since 
being called to the bar in 1998.  Prior to articling, Brook clerked at the B.C. Court of Appeal.  

Brook’s practice focuses on complex commercial, construction and forestry litigation. He has 
appeared before all levels of court, including the Supreme Court of Canada. 

Brook has been the partner responsible for pro bono matters in Fasken’s Vancouver office for 
the past 14 years. 

He teaches Civil Procedure as an adjunct professor at the University of British Columbia, and 
has done so since 2006. 

From 2005 to 2012, Brook served on the board of directors of MOSAIC, a not-for-profit 
provider of settlement and support services for immigrants and refugees.  He also served as Vice-
President, President and Past-President of MOSAIC. 

Brook has volunteered with the Law Students’ Legal Advice Program (“LSLAP”) since 1993, as 
a student clinician, clinic head and executive member, and then as a supervising lawyer at 
various clinics.  From 2012 to present he has served as a board member, Secretary/Treasurer, 
President and Past-President of the Greater Vancouver Law Students’ Legal Advice Society. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

Throughout my practice, community activities, and prior terms as a Bencher, I have been 
committed to fostering professionalism, collegiality, access to justice and an inclusive 
profession.  I seek re-election as a Bencher to continue to promote these values. 

As a Bencher, I have served as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Law Society’s Discipline 
Committee, as well as Vice-Chair of the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Advisory Committee.  I 

mailto: bgreenberg@fasken.com
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have also served as a member of the Ethics Committee, Lawyer Education Advisory Committee, 
Access to Legal Services Advisory Committee, and Unauthorized Practice Committee.  I am 
familiar with and have a strong understanding of the Law Society’s role in regulating the 
profession. 

One of my primary focuses as a Bencher has been to raise awareness of and better address issues 
relating to mental health and substance use in the profession.  I led the drive for the 
establishment of the Law Society’s Mental Health Task Force.  I then served as Chair of the Task 
Force from its inception in 2018 to present.  In that time, the Task Force has made significant 
strides in regard to these critical issues.  The Task Force has engaged in education and training 
programs within the Law Society, as well as outreach activities to the profession.  In 2018, the 
Task Force introduced its initial report, containing 13 educational and regulatory 
recommendations.  The report was unanimously adopted by the Benchers.  This year, the Task 
Force has been busy implementing those recommendations.  We also intend to deliver a further 
recommendation report later this year.  Among its endeavours, the Task Force is working on a 
proposed alternative discipline process akin to a “diversion” program. 

The work of the Task Force has garnered significant national recognition. As Chair of the Task 
Force, I received a Lexpert Zenith Award Celebrating Change Agents in Law, acknowledging 
our accomplishments.  Additionally, I have been asked to present about the Task Force’s work at 
the Federation of Law Societies’ Conference this fall.  The LSBC is now recognized as a leader 
in respect of mental health and substance use issues. 

The Task Force and the Law Society have made great progress within a short time.  However, 
there is still much more to be done to address the mental health crisis within our profession.  I 
intend to continue to lead on these issues from within the Law Society, because it is in both the 
public interest and the interests of the profession to help lawyers achieve better outcomes 
through awareness, support, and prevention. 

I have continued to teach Civil Procedure and volunteer with LSLAP during my terms as a 
Bencher.  Working with law students allows me to discuss the importance of collegiality and 
professionalism with incoming members of the bar.  It is also important for young lawyers to be 
encouraged to experience the benefits of incorporating pro bono work into their practices early in 
their careers. 

I have truly appreciated the opportunity to serve as a Bencher, and I seek re-election to continue 
addressing all of these and other important matters. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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MACLAREN, Jamie, QC 

Called to the Bar: 2004 

Maclaren Law Office 

Email: jmaclaren@accessprobono.ca 

Website: http://maclarenlaw.ca  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Jamie Maclaren QC is a sole practitioner with a primary focus on civil litigation, and a secondary 
focus on solicitor’s work for small businesses. He is the Founding Executive Director of Access 
Pro Bono, the President of the Law Students Legal Advice Program (LSLAP) at Allard Law, and 
a former Vice-President of the Social Planning and Research Council of BC. 

Jamie volunteers as a supervising trial lawyer for LSLAP, conducts a weekly pro bono clinic in 
Vancouver's Downtown Eastside, and regularly provides pro bono legal representation at all 
levels of court to low-income people confronted by individual and systemic legal problems. 

Jamie designed and taught Canada’s first experiential law course on access to justice. He is an 
original member of the Allard Law Dean’s Advisory Council, a founding member of Access to 
Justice BC, a Co-Chair of the Family Justice Pathfinder Project, and a former Co-Chair of the 
Justicia Project for the advancement of women lawyers. Last year, he conducted an external 
review of legal aid service delivery for BC’s Attorney General.  

Jamie is also a father, a spouse and a recent cardiac arrest survivor. He is now a Heart and Stroke 
Foundation spokesperson. His Twitter handle is @A2JamieMac. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

The Good 

I would like to serve a fourth and final term as an elected Bencher for Vancouver County. Over 
the past six years, I believe the Law Society has done well to move forward on issues of equity, 
diversity, mental health awareness and (most importantly) truth and reconciliation. I am 
heartened by the changing demographics of the profession. Each passing year of call brings us 
closer to a lawyer population that reflects and better responds to the diverse British Columbian 
public it serves.  

mailto: jmaclaren@accessprobono.ca
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The Not So Good 

I am more struck by progress not made. The past six years have not seen us advance much 
beyond rhetoric on critical public interest issues of access to justice and regulatory reform. Gains 
in professional diversity have not translated to equal inclusion in leadership positions. Too often, 
discussions and decisions at the Bencher table miss the forest for the trees. They are often more 
critical than constructive in nature, and only serve to reinforce the status quo. I share in the 
blame for this institutional inertia. I have not been able to make meaningful contributions on a 
number of important public interest issues. This frustrates me, and I would appreciate a last 
opportunity to redouble my efforts. 

My Pledge to Action 

If elected to a final term, I would advocate more forcefully for initiatives that actually move the 
dial on access to justice. Inside and outside of my appointed committees, I would promote a 
more risk tolerant, action-oriented and public-focused approach to regulatory reform. Here are 
some of the many new initiatives that I would like the Law Society to consider: 

• an articles registry to bring transparency and accountability to the articling market, and to
reduce the exploitation and abuse of articled students

• live streamed and video archived Bencher meetings to raise public and professional
engagement in Law Society governance discussions and decisions

• a no-fee ‘temporary leave’ Law Society membership status with allowance for minor file
maintenance work to minimize the real and opportunity costs of parental and disability
leaves

• a progressive membership fee structure based on seniority of call (similar to the CBA - BC
Branch’s fee structure) to ease the financial hardship on newer (and often very debt-laden)
lawyers

• a risk-rated professional insurance fee structure that charges lower premiums to lawyers
engaged in practice areas with low claim volumes and amounts

• two hours of CPD credit for the access to justice experiential learning value of
interviewing clients over four hours in pro bono clinic settings

• a comprehensive audit of the Law Society Rules and Code of Professional Conduct to
remove needless obstacles to access to justice, and to lighten the regulatory burden on sole
practitioners, small firm lawyers and (eventually) licensed paralegals so they have more
capacity to provide affordable legal services
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These concepts have consequences worth exploring. The consequences of continued inaction are 
dire. I wish to do more to support our venerable profession and the public it serves. I would be 
grateful for your vote. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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THOMAS, Michael 

Called to the Bar: 1999 

Harper Grey LLP 

Email: mthomas@harpergrey.com 

Website: https://www.harpergrey.com 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I grew up in White Rock, B.C. and obtained a B.A. (1990), M.A. (1991), and LLB (1998) from 
Queen's University. I articled at Harper Grey Easton in 1998, was called to the bar in 1999, and 
have practiced at Harper Grey LLP ever since. I have appeared at all levels of court in B.C., the 
Federal Court, the Supreme Court of Canada, and various administrative tribunals.  

I am chair of Harper Grey LLP's Critical Injury Practice Group which represents people who 
have suffered significant injuries. I also represent physicians in medical malpractice actions.  

I have written books on Insurance Law, and Administrative Law; edit the B.C. Limitations Act; 
and update the chapter on UMP in the B.C. Motor Vehicle Accident Claims Practice Manual.  

I have been involved in a variety of campaigns to promote participation in amateur sport and 
address sport related concussions and injuries. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

There are two issues that I would like to address as a Bencher: 

1. Improving Access to Justice. The Law Society has been active in finding ways to enhance
access to justice through its policy development, rule reform and strategic planning. They
have also actively supported Access to Justice BC and the Justice Summit. In my view
more could, and should be done on this issue.

• If elected, I would commit to exploring ways that the Law Society could address
the current proposal to restrict the ability of people injured in motor vehicle
accidents to bring civil claims for soft-tissue injuries

2. Reviewing Advertising for Legal Services & the Payment of Referral Fees. There has been
a significant increase in advertising for legal services in Vancouver on radio, t.v., stadiums,
social media, buses and washrooms.

mailto: mthomas@harpergrey.com
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• If elected, I would focus on instigating a review of the various advertising and
referral fee practices in the Province and of the Rules in the Code of Professional
Conduct as was conducted in Ontario last year.

I am proud to be a lawyer and care about the future of the practice of law. It would be a privilege 
to have the opportunity to help shape our profession as a bencher. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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SNOWSHOE, Karen L. 

Called to the Bar: 2004 

Karen L. Snowshoe, Arbitrator, Mediator 

Lawyer Email: karen@snowshoelaw.ca 

Website: www.snowshoelaw.ca  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Karen Snowshoe is currently an elected Bencher in the County of Vancouver. Ms. Snowshoe 
was born and raised in Vancouver and obtained her law degree from UBC. She has also lived 
and worked in the Yukon and NWT and is a member of the Tetlit-Gwich'in of Fort McPherson. 

Ms. Snowshoe has worked in diverse practise areas for 15 years including Indigenous issues, 
administrative law, arbitration and mediation. Since 2009, Ms. Snowshoe's focus has been on 
providing Adjudication services hearing claims of first instance and appeals across Canada 
including the Indian Residential School Adjudication Secretariat, the Northwest Territories 
Human Rights Adjudication Panel, the Workers' Compensation Tribunal of the Northwest 
Territories and Nunavut, and Federal Land Claim Arbitration Panels. Ms. Snowshoe has held 
over 200 hearings across Canada, written 150 decisions, and 20 appeal decisions giving her the 
ability to fairly and impartially participate in Law Society hearings and conduct reviews. Ms. 
Snowshoe also served as Senior Counsel with the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls.  

Karen's volunteer interests have included leadership with the CBA National Aboriginal Section, 
fostering indigenous children, and supporting animal welfare organizations. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

In May 2018, Ms. Snowshoe was elected as a Law Society Bencher (County of Vancouver). 
Since then, Ms. Snowshoe has made valuable contributions in the areas of Equity & Diversity, 
Access to Justice, Truth & Reconciliation, Credentials, Practise Standards, and the Mental Health 
Task Force.  

Ms. Snowshoe is passionate about issues of diversity, fairness, reconciliation and good 
governance.  

In terms of diversity, Karen is committed to promoting diversity and inclusivity at all levels of 
the legal profession. Karen brings valuable experience (and perspective) as an Indigenous 
women who has overcome challenging life circumstances. Karen's success as a lawyer, arbitrator 

mailto: karen@snowshoelaw.ca
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and mediator is in large part due to mentoring from senior members of the Bar as well as 
members of the Judiciary.  

Karen is known nationally as a fair and impartial decision maker. As a Bencher, who has 
presided over Law Society hearings and Conduct Reviews, Karen brings a wealth of experience. 
To this end, she has presided over 150 hearings across Canada and written 100+ well-reasoned 
decisions (first instance and appeals) giving her the ability to fairly and impartially participate in 
Law Society hearings conduct reviews.  

In terms of reconciliation, Karen is committed to advancing the Law Society's work of 
implementing relevant recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report. 
To this end, Karen brings a wealth of experience, having worked locally, nationally and 
internationally on Indigenous issues. Most recently, Karen heard direct testimony of Indian 
Residential Schools survivors and Indigenous women and girls who have experienced violence 
for the MMIWG.  

Ms. Snowshoe is proud to oversee the governance of the B.C. Law Society. She takes this role 
seriously and offers a practical and balanced perspective as well as Indigenous values. Ms. 
Snowshoe is always "on call" in terms of receiving calls from lawyers across the province. Ms. 
Snowshoe also enjoys regularly meeting with articling students to discuss the various law society 
lawyer supports. 

Karen is committed to health and wellness. Karen has benefited "first-hand" from the Lawyers 
Assistance Program in terms of learning tools to support a "balanced" lifestyle. Some of Karen's 
"personal tools" include pet therapy (she has three rescue pups), marathon training, martial arts, 
golf and laughter. Karen is committed to supporting the Law Society's efforts on promoting 
wellness within the legal profession, specifically relating to mental health and addiction. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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AHMAD, Jasmin Z. 

Called to the Bar: 1995 

Koffman Kalef LLP 

Email: jza@kkbl.com 

Website: https://www.kkbl.com/jasmin-ahmad  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

As a graduate of McGill University (B. Com, 1991) and the University of Victoria (LL.B., 
1994), I was called to the Bar of British Columbia in September 1995.  I practise law as a 
commercial litigator at Koffman Kalef LLP. 

I have served as Bencher for Vancouver county since January 2017. 

Prior to my terms as Bencher, I served on the executive of the Vancouver Bar Association, I 
have been a member of the CBABC’s Equality and Diversity Committee and was a member of 
the Law Society’s discipline and credentials hearing panel as a non-Bencher lawyer. I continue 
to remain active with the CBABC’s Women’s Law Forum Mentoring Program and as a 
volunteer summary advice lawyer for Access Pro Bono. 

In addition, I contribute to education in the profession, having acted as a guest instructor on a 
variety of topics for CLE, PLTC and at the UBC Law School. 

As Bencher, I currently serve as Chair of the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Advisory 
Committee and Vice-Chair of both the Discipline Committee and the Law Firm Regulation Task 
Force.  In addition, I am a member of the Governance Committee and have served on the Ethics 
Committee and the Lawyer Education Advisory Committee.   

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I have had the honour of serving as a Bencher for Vancouver county since January 2017. 

In that time, I have had the privilege of serving as Chair of the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
Advisory Committee.  Together with the members of that Committee, I have advocated for 
equity, diversity and inclusion both within the Law Society and in the profession to ensure that 
the profession adequately represents the strength and the diversity of the public we serve. 

As a Vice Chair of the Discipline Committee, I have had a direct role in enforcing the standards 
of professionalism, competence and ethics required of members of our profession.  As Vice-

mailto: jza@kkbl.com
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Chair of the Law Firm Regulation Task Force, I have considered means to provide lawyers with 
educational tools and resources to develop and maintain those standards.  

I was also a member of the Governance Committee that took steps to reform the annual general 
meeting process to provide lawyers with better access to the AGM and to encourage input and 
meaningful debate about issues facing the profession. 

I have brought to those roles, and to the broader Bencher table, the perspective and experiences 
that my background provides.  As a litigator and a volunteer with Access Pro Bono, I appreciate 
the practical and financial constraints of the legal system and what that means for access to 
justice.  My racial and cultural background provides me with insight into issues that can face 
racialized lawyers and other minorities in the profession as well as the public whose interest we 
serve.  I understand the challenges that many women and parents face in the practice of law.  As 
a lawyer at a business law firm, I bring a practical approach to the issues and challenges facing 
the public and the profession. 

That background, together with the experience and insight I have gained in the past 3 years as a 
Bencher, has informed the contributions I hope to make if re-elected.  They include:  

• Finding lower cost options for legal services without compromising the competence and
professionalism required of lawyers

• Ensuring a more representative bar, both generally and in leadership positions, that better
reflects and serves the diversity of the public

• Considering the results of the articling review and making changes to ensure that the
articling process reflects the current professional and economic environment

• Taking steps to ensure that lawyers do their part as gatekeepers to combat money
laundering

All of these issues affect not only the profession but, more importantly, the public we serve.  
Finding solutions to these and other issues is not easy.    By keeping an open mind to new ideas 
and perspectives, and with some hard work, we can come up with solutions to ensure that our 
profession tackles the issues facing our profession and to best serve the public interest. 

I would be honoured to continue be part of the solution to these issues as a Bencher.  I would be 
grateful for your support. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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LAMB, Julie K., QC 

Called to the Bar: 1994 

Guild Yule LLP 

Email: jlamb@guildyule.com 

Website: www.guildyule.com  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I practice as a civil litigator, primarily in the area of health and insurance law, and I am a partner 
with Guild Yule LLP. I was called to the Bar in 1994 and appointed Queen's Counsel in 2018. I 
am currently one of Guild Yule's managing partners. 

For many years I was a single parent raising three children and practicing law. With my youngest 
child now in university, I want to do more for my profession. It is why I am running for Bencher. 

To date I have contributed in the following areas: 

1. Non-Bencher member of the Complainant's Review Committee from 2014 to 2016;

2. Non-Bencher member of the Discipline Committee in 2017 and 2018;

3. Chair of the CBA Advisory Committee to the Judicial Council of RC. since 2016 and
previously a committee member for two years;

4. Adjunct Professor at the Allard School of Law, teaching the Insurance Law course;

5. Long time contributor to CLE as a presenter and co-author of the insurance law chapter of
the Annual Review of law & Practice.

ELECTION STATEMENT 

As current events demonstrate, the rule of law cannot be taken for granted, and an independent 
Bar plays an important role in safeguarding that fundamental and essential principle. In order to 
preserve our right to self-govern, the Law Society must continue to act in the public interest and 
be seen to do so. As the Law Society considers regulating law firms, I would bring the mid-size 
firm perspective to the Bencher table.  

The Law Society must also serve all its members. That includes providing support and resources 
for new lawyers, small firms and solo practitioners. The Law Society must give its members a 
better chance to succeed and thrive in our often demanding profession.  

mailto: jlamb@guildyule.com
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Encouraging diversity within the profession and ensuring that we recognize and remove barriers 
is essential and benefits both members and the public. As a Bencher, I would seek to identify 
areas where barriers to diversity persist and take positive steps towards ensuring that our 
profession is at least as diverse as the society that it serves.  

The Law Society has taken steps to increase awareness and understanding of mental health and 
substance use within the profession. The next significant and critical stage of that process is to 
consider how the Law Society as regulator should respond when these issues may be factors in 
disciplinary matters. The regulatory options currently prescribed do not necessarily serve the best 
interest of the public or the profession, and it is promising that review initiatives are underway. 
Serving on the Discipline Committee gave me some insight into how the current system needs 
improvement, and I would be in favour of reforms that make sense.  

I would be honoured to serve and contribute on these and other issues. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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ROWBOTHAM, Elizabeth J. 

Called to the Bar: 1996 (BC) 

Ministry of Attorney General  

Email: Elizabeth.rowbotham@gov.bc.ca 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Elizabeth is a lawyer with the Ministry of Attorney General.  She practices in environmental law, 
focusing on Crown liability.   

Elizabeth’s legal experience prior to joining the Ministry includes: solo practitioner; associate 
with a large law firm; commissioner with the BC Utilities Commission; and legal and policy 
analyst for a British academic NGO and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.  She was called to the BC Bar in 1996, the Alberta Bar in 1990, and the Law 
Society of England and Wales in 1994.   

Elizabeth is past chair and long-serving member of the executive of the CBA, Environmental and 
Natural Resources sub-section; a regular judge at UBC Law Environmental Negotiations 
Competition; and presenter at CLE’s.   Elizabeth is, and continues to be, a mentor to young 
lawyers both within and outside of government. 

She was a member of the Board of Directors for Covenant House Vancouver (2000 - 2010), a not 
for profit society assisting street youth.  Elizabeth’s contributions to Covenant House over the 
years include: Vice Chair, Corporate Secretary; Co-Chair - Governance Committee; Chair – 
Advocacy Committee; and Program Committee member.  

Elizabeth enjoys spending time with family and friends, walking, travel, a good book and a good 
laugh.  

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I am seeking re-election as a bencher for a fourth and final term.  

I believe transparency and accountability are critical to ensuring the ongoing confidence of the 
public and the profession in the Law Society.  I have promoted these values since being elected a 
bencher in 2013 and if re-elected will continue to do so.   

mailto: Elizabeth.rowbotham@gov.bc.ca
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I believe an organization’s ability to fulfill its mandate depends on its commitment to its 
stakeholders.  In my past volunteer experience, I was referred to as the ‘conscience of the 
Board’.  I would continue to bring that commitment to my responsibilities as a bencher.  

I have practised in a variety of settings:  sole practitioner; associate at a large firm; and in-house 
counsel.  I understand the unique personal and professional rewards and challenges of each 
practice model.  If re-elected, I would continue to bring that diverse experience and 
understanding to the bencher table.   

Access to justice issues, evolving technology, and changing demographics continue to change 
the practice of law.    These factors also raise regulatory issues and challenges which the Law 
Society needs to meet pro-actively and in a principled way that protects the public interest and 
promotes access to legal services.   Recent measures to explore and address these challenges 
include the creation of the Futures Task Force to identify anticipated technologically driven 
changes to the delivery of legal services and the creation of the Mental Health Task Force to 
promote mental wellness in the profession.  

I have been privileged to work with highly qualified, ethical counsel throughout my career.  It is 
clear to me (through student-bencher interviews, teaching PLTC ethics, etc.) that our new 
members are committed to high ethical standards.  I believe it is important that they have access 
to the necessary resources and supports to maintain these standards.  

As a bencher I have served as Vice-Chair of the Ethics and the Act and Rules Committees and as 
a member of the Credentials; Complainants Review; Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion; 
Governance; and Unauthorized Practice Committees.  I am co-chair of the Justicia Diversity 
Officers Roundtable whose objective is to support the retention of women in the profession.  I 
have also chaired Credential and Disciplinary hearings. 

I am proud to be a lawyer and a member of the Law Society.   I am open-minded, hardworking, 
and solution-oriented, and I would be honored to continue to serve as a bencher.  

[Return to Candidates list] 
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DHALIWAL, Jeevyn 

Called to the Bar: 1998 

Larlee Rosenberg, Barristers Solicitors  

Email: Jeevyn.dhaliwal@larlee.com 

Website: https://larlee.com/lawyers/jeevyn-dhaliwal/  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Current Bencher - Vancouver County 

(Elected 2014-2015/2017- ) 

I practice workplace immigration law with Larlee, Rosenberg.  After UBC Law, I articled at Pryke 
Lambert Leathley Russell LLP, Richmond, and practiced with Dentons (Fraser Milner Casgrain 
LLP) before heading Roper Greyell LLP’s immigration practice. 

Service to Profession: 

Law Society of BC 

• Bencher - 2017-2019
o Act and Rules (Current Chair), Legal Futures Taskforce (Current Vice-Chair),

Discipline, Ethics, Credentials, Rule of Law, Unauthorized Practice, Equity and
Diversity

• Member – 2016
o Discipline

• Bencher - 2014-2015
o Discipline (Member/Vice- Chair), Act and Rules (Member/Vice-Chair), Legal

Services Regulatory Framework Taskforce
• Member – 2013

o Rule of Law
• PLTC Guest Instructor

South Asian Bar Association of BC 
• Board member/past President

Trial Lawyers Association of BC 

Federation of Asian Canadian Lawyers 
• Member

mailto: Jeevyn.dhaliwal@larlee.com


24 

Canadian Bar Association 
• Provincial Council – past elected member
• Frequent presenter

Thompson Rivers University 
• Mentor

Vancouver Bar Association 
• Past elected board member

Community Service: 

UBC Alumni Advisory Council  

Association of South Asian Professionals 
• Member

Vancouver Canucks 
• Guest anthem singer

Kamloops Multicultural Society 
• Volunteer

Industry Training Appeals Board  

BC Multiculturalism Advisory Council 
• Past Order in Council appointments

Kamloops/Cariboo Regional Immigrant Services 
• Past board member

Additional: 

• Justice Institute - Administrative Law/Hearing Skills/ Decision Writing
• Provincial Court - Advanced mediation

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I again ask for your support as I stand for re-election. 

In 2013, I began service to the Law Society as a lawyer member of the Rule of Law Committee. 

Elected a Bencher in 2014, I again served this Committee, the Legal Services Regulatory 
Framework Taskforce, and each of the Act and Rules and Discipline Committees, for which I 
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served as Vice-Chair in 2015. During my tenure, we extensively reviewed and launched the 2015 
Rules.  

Re-elected in 2017, I served on the Discipline, Act and Rules and Unauthorized Practice 
Committees.   

I currently Chair the Act and Rules Committee and am Vice Chair of the Legal Futures Task 
Force.  I also serve on the Credentials and Equity and Diversity Committees. 

The Law Society continues to face many diverse and important issues, from the expanded scope 
of legal services provided by non-lawyers, to the health of, and opportunity within, the 
profession, to the omnipresent issue of access to justice, and to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s compelling calls to action.   

Diversity at the Bencher table can only assist the Law Society to address these issues, while 
governing in the public interest.  I possess diverse experience gained in various law firm settings 
and at the Bencher Table, which I am pleased to have seen transformed during my tenure.  

As the Law Society’s mandate under section 3 of the Legal Profession Act includes supporting 
and assisting lawyers and articled students in the practice of law, I will continue to mentor and to 
educate the profession as to the common pitfalls of practice, seen far too often at Discipline 
Committee.  This, and providing practical programming for law students and support staff, are 
matters about which I feel strongly, and continue to advocate for.   

With your support, I hope to continue to positively contribute to the profession. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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SYER, Ashley 

Called to the Bar: 2010 

Ashley Syer Law Corporation 

Email: ashley@syerlaw.ca 

Website: www.syerlaw.ca  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I am a sole practitioner in Vancouver, practicing primarily in employment and commercial 
litigation, as well as administrative law and strata matters. Prior to striking out on my own, I was 
an associate at two boutique litigation firms.  

In addition to my litigation practice, I am a mediator. I regularly mediate civil disputes, and I 
have coached mediation at CLEBC, guest instructed the PLTC mediation section, and am listed 
as a roster Mediator with Mediate BC. I am also a part-time tribunal member at the Civil 
Resolution Tribunal.  

I serve on the executive of both the Alternative Dispute Resolution and Civil Litigation 
Subsections of CBABC, and was a former co-chair of the CBA Young Lawyers subsection. I 
also serve on the Women Lawyers' Committee of TLABC.  

I have volunteered with Access Pro Bone's Civil Chambers program for the past seven years, and 
have been recognized as one of the program's top 10 contributors and honoured with the Allan 
Parker, QC award for Representation. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I am a passionate advocate of having a life outside law. I think it is important to have a 
perspective within our governing body that encourages lawyers to leave their offices and be well-
rounded human beings, and that acknowledges that mental health challenges are all too common 
in our profession. I would like to work toward creating additional resources and support for those 
in our profession who are faced with those challenges, and assist in the great work that the 
Mental Health Task Force has already begun.  

Our profession continues to lose women at an alarming rate. The discussions women have at 
women-only events need to be conversations that all members of our profession have. As a 
Bencher, I would continue to address and work towards solutions for the retention of women in 
law.  

mailto: ashley@syerlaw.ca
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I believe in continuing to increase access to justice. The volunteer work I have done, through 
organizations such as Access Pro Bono, has highlighted for me the need for additional resources 
for those who cannot afford to hire lawyers to assist them on a traditional hourly rate basis. I 
want to look at new and innovative ways our profession can provide legal services that will work 
for both lawyers and the public.  

Young lawyers are historically underrepresented in the governing body of our profession, yet 
have unique perspectives and challenges. As the way we practice law continues to evolve, so too 
must the way we train and mentor those entering our profession. I spend a lot of time speaking 
with young lawyers, those striking out on their own, or those at a crossroads, trying to decide at 
an early stage whether they can or want to continue practicing law. I hope to bring some of these 
concerns and perspectives as a Bencher, and to work toward ways to support those starting out in 
our profession. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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FESTINGER, Jon, QC 

Called to the Bar: 1982 

Whiteboard Law 

Email: jfestinger@telus.net 

Website: https://www.whiteboardlaw.com/ 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

• LL.B., B.C.L. 1980 (McGill University)

• Member, Rule of Law and Lawyer Independence Advisory Committee (June 2014 –
present)

• Currently Of Counsel to Whiteboard Law. Practicing in the areas of digital media,
entertainment, communications and creative freedoms.

• Previously in private practice with Owen, Bird; Davis & Company; and Koffman Kalef.

• Began in private practice, subsequently becoming General Counsel of WIC Western
International Communications, Senior Vice President of the CTV Television Network, and
Executive Vice President, Business & General Counsel of the Vancouver Canucks.

• Currently, Chair of viaSport British Columbia; Vice Chair of The IBD Centre of British
Columbia; Advisory Board, Global Reporting Centre (U.B.C.); Past-Chair of Ronald
McDonald House British Columbia (until May, 2018).

• Currently, Faculty at the Centre for Digital Media; Professor of Professional Practice at
Simon Fraser University;  Adjunct Professor, Allard School of Law; Faculty-in-residence
UBC Emerging Media Lab; Sessional Lecturer, TRU Faculty of Law; and Honorary
Industry Professor in the Centre for Commercial Law Studies, Queen Mary University of
London (U.K).

• Author of the first edition of “Video Game Law” published by LexisNexis in 2005, co-
author of the 2nd Edition published in 2012. Co-Editor of the Interactive Entertainment
Law Review (1st issue, June 2018) published by Edward Elgar Publishing.

ELECTION STATEMENT 

Broadly experienced in the law and lawyering: My legal, business, and academic experiences 
have focused on the expressive and creative aspects of the media and communications industries, 
involving areas as diverse as freedom of expression, contempt of court, defamation, 

mailto: jfestinger@telus.net
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administrative law and all aspects of intellectual property. This legal foundation has been 
supplemented by several decades of practical experience in contracts, corporate, commercial and 
securities law which has always required extensive analysis, research, negotiations and strategy, 
all split somewhat evenly between in-house/corporate and private practice. 

Business experience an asset in helping the profession determine our future: My business 
experiences have taught me the critical importance of considering and applying principles of 
fairness, thoughtfulness and propriety in a practical way to create motivated, humanly satisfying, 
and financially profitable enterprises. In my view these principles are more crucial to economic 
success than are widely appreciated. Perhaps most importantly, I have come to value the critical 
importance of individuals working together in pursuit of a common vision, despite the 
constraints and pitfalls that can accompany such a journey.  

Caring deeply about the challenges the future presents to us as lawyers: My career has spanned 
times of explosive growth in communication technologies. The pace of change and the changes 
themselves have always provided great professional opportunities, inspiration and the need for 
reflection. Through practicing, teaching, and writing, I have over the years done my best to 
chronicle (from a mostly legal perspective) the powerful and continuous evolution of the media 
and digital revolutions. Underlying all of my efforts has been a deep curiosity regarding the roles 
and responsibilities of legal infrastructures. As a profession we continue to face change and 
evolution within and beyond the profession. My focus will be on turning those challenges into 
our opportunities.  

[Return to Candidates list] 
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TURNER, John 

Called to the Bar: 1988 

John Turner Barrister & Solicitor 

Email: jbturner@shaw.ca 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

I hold degrees from University of Essex B.A.(hons)1980, London School of Economics 
Msc.Econ. (1982) and University of Victoria LL.B (1987). I was called in BC in 1988. From 
1988 to 1989 I was a provincial prosecutor in Vancouver. From 1989 through 1995 I was an 
associate with Doig Bailey & Co. practising civil litigation and conducting prosecutions as agent 
for the Department of Justice. From 1995 through 2002 I was a senior staff lawyer for the 
Vancouver Gastown office of the Legal Services Society. I served during this time as circuit 
counsel for indigenous communities throughout the Central Coast. From 2002 to the present I 
have been in private practice as a criminal defence barrister at all levels of court. From 1996 
through 1998 I was elected to the Provincial and National councils of the CBA. I am a certified 
national rugby coach and life long player. I was a serving reserve infantry officer with the 
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada 1988 through 1993. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I am a sole practitioner who wishes to serve my profession. I have accumulated thirty two years 
of legal experience in Canada. I wish to invest this in reconciling the divide between the public 
interest mandate to regulate our members, which of course is paramount and the interests of my 
colleagues at the Bar who often struggle to build practices, working long hours while striving to 
maintain professional standards.  

Even a casual review of my personal biography reveals that I do not assist in our Law Society's 
laudable quest for diversity. While absolutely recognizing this need I encourage you to consider 
the importance of experience and that I have a wealth of legal and life experience that would 
allow me to provide meaningful advice to those seeking counsel from a Bencher on professional 
matters. I say this knowing that I took my first steps on the path of a legal career in England in 
1971, when Richard Nixon was still in his first term and Jimi Hendrix had been dead but a year! 

I have been an ardent supporter of diversity and inclusion all my life and for everyone looking to 
see this reflected in our Law Society, you will find no better friend should you chose to vote for 
me. Throughout my career I have always had a keen interest in the future of our profession 

mailto: jbturner@shaw.ca
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particularly with respect to technological change, access to justice issues, standards of practice 
and the challenge of competing legal service providers. I have a particular interest in the 
provision of legal aid in this Province and wish to continue developing policy initiatives the 
Society has already produced in convincing governments that a properly funded legal aid system 
benefits everyone. 

It is evident to me that many of my colleagues have concerns over a wide range of issues. I 
believe I can and will work to address these concerns while maintaining our self- regulating body 
to the benefit of all. I recognize that the profession has to be seen to be appropriately self-
regulating in order to continue the privilege but in this context, my view is that education, 
support, and encouragement is more effective than over strenuous policing strategies. I will work 
towards an appropriate balance should I be elected. In the end, greater transparency is the key, 
both in our policies and processes and I advocate moving to more open policy reviews to address 
the ever changing conditions of practice. 

[Return to Candidates list] 
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LEE, Kyla 

Called to the Bar: 2012 

Acumen Law Corporation  

Email: Kyla@kylalee.ca 

Website: www.kylaforbencher.com 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Kyla routinely appears in all levels of court in BC, and has argued impaired driving and roadside 
prohibition cases at the SCC.  

Kyla is passionate about legal education and awareness. She routinely provides commentary for 
major media outlets, including CBC, GlobalBC, CKNW, News1130, CTV, and others. Kyla 
writes regular opinion columns for Vancouver Is Awesome and The Lawyer’s Daily. Kyla’s legal 
education activities also include her weekly podcast, Driving Law and her weekly video series, 
Cases That Should Have Gone to the Supreme Court of Canada, But Didn’t!  

Kyla was recently honoured as one of Canadian Lawyer Magazine’s Top 25 Most Influential 
Lawyers in Canada. She was also given a Woman of Inspiration award as an Indigenous Leader 
by UWomen.  

In addition to legal education and advocacy activities, Kyla volunteers as a mentor with the 
Canadian Bar Association, through two programs. Kyla has also funded a scholarship at Allard 
Law for Indigenous students. Kyla is responsible for organizing a suit drive for female law 
students. After her dog spent a month in the ICU, Kyla started a not-for-profit organization to 
cover emergency veterinary care costs to members of the legal community who cannot afford it. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I believe the Law Society works best when it is proactive. And that’s what has motivated me to 
become a Bencher. I want to help create and implement policies and programs that make it better 
to be a lawyer in BC. 

If elected, I will protect the ethical standards and values of all lawyers in the province. My 
significant experience in administrative law, arguing RoadSafetyBC tribunal decisions at all 
levels of court in Canada, has given me a solid background in administrative law, which will be 
of assistance in dealing with the interpretation of Law Society rules and in disciplinary cases.   

mailto: Kyla@kylalee.ca
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I have also served previously on the Trial Lawyers Association of British Columbia Executive 
Committee. I am also currently a member of the TLABC Criminal Law Committee, the CBA 
Criminal Justice Section Executive, The Advocates Society criminal law practice group, and am 
on the board of the United States DUI Defence Lawyers Association and as such have 
experience with committee and executive work and its demands. 

I fully support the Law Society’s belief that its mandate to protect the public interest in the 
administration of justice is best served by leadership from diverse backgrounds and experience. I 
will be a fresh voice for the legal community. My Métis heritage has given me first-hand 
experience of the unique challenges faced by Indigenous lawyers. I will advocate in favour of 
reconciliation activities that the Law Society can undertake to ensure that voices of the 
Indigenous community are properly represented. 

As a criminal lawyer, I see every day the unique challenges that my clients face, often as a result 
of impossible situations. I have seen how a single mistake in judgment can lead to someone 
facing serious criminal charges. I know that lawyers who are facing discipline are often doing so 
as a result of similar circumstances. My work with impaired driving clients also gives me special 
insight into the challenges faced by individuals who are drug or alcohol addicted.  

I recognize the challenges young lawyers face as they navigate the nuances of our profession and 
our ethical obligations. If elected, I will do more to provide new lawyers with the help and 
advice they need. 

I have supported access to justice initiatives and initiatives that help younger lawyers. I 
coordinated with UBC Law to organize a suit drive for female law students to offset the disparity 
in the cost of clothing for these students. I coordinated two law firms to provide free legal advice 
at traffic court for a six-week period this summer. If elected, I would bring these type of access 
to justice initiatives to the Law Society and help to make them larger and more impactful to the 
public at large. 

Website: www.kylaforbencher.com 
www.kylalee.ca 
www.vancouvercriminallaw.com 

Email Address: kyla@vancouvercriminallaw.com 
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LEONI, Anthony 

Called to the Bar: 2005 

Rice Harbut Elliott LLP 

Email: aleoni@rhelaw.com 

Website: https://rhelaw.com/team/Anthony-leoni/ 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Tony is a trial lawyer with nearly 15 years of experience in personal injury law, product liability 
and professional negligence litigation.  

Tony is running for Bencher to challenge the erosion of British Columbians’ legal rights in the 
name of efficiency and access.   

Before joining Rice Harbut Elliott LLP in 2016 to devote his practice to Plaintiff’s personal 
injury and class action law, Tony was a partner at a Vancouver boutique firm where the majority 
of his practice involved defending lawyers against professional negligence claims.   

Tony was a law clerk to Justices of the Alberta Court of Appeal and Court of Queen’s Bench in 
Edmonton.  He has been counsel on dozens of trials and appeals ranging from catastrophic 
personal injury to professional negligence and product liability class actions.  Tony has lectured 
on several topics with CLE-BC and TLABC.  From 2009 to 2012, he was appointed by the 
Governor General in Council to serve as Chairperson of the CPP disability tribunal, a quasi-
judicial administrative tribunal adjudicating the rights of disabled Canadians.  He has served as 
President and Director of nonprofit societies and organizations. Tony places a high value on 
mentorship of young lawyers and colleagues. 

ELECTION STATEMENT 

The mandate of the Law Society of British Columbia is to protect the public interest.  My 
particular interest in becoming a Bencher is two-fold: 

• Preserving the rights and freedoms of all British Columbians; and

• Supporting lawyers in fulfilling their duties to their clients.

mailto: aleoni@rhelaw.com
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Like many of my peers, I have become increasingly concerned about the steady erosion of 
British Columbians’ legal rights in the name of efficiency and access.  I want to ensure that at the 
highest levels of our profession, voices that challenge this trend are being heard. 

Of particular concern are recent steps taken by government to limit access to the Courts, to 
remove the Court’s discretion to control its own processes, and to restrict the historic role of the 
bench and bar in recommending Supreme Court rule amendments.  As a Bencher, I would be a 
vocal defender of the rule of law and of the independence of the Court.  Although there is a way 
to balance the competing interests of efficiency and access to justice, I am a supporter of the 
individual rights of British Columbians and of the right to a fair process to adjudicate those 
rights.   

For nearly a decade I had the honour of representing members of our profession against 
professional negligence claims, and of repairing issues in a variety of different cases through 
Court applications.  As a result, I was exposed to lawyers in essentially every practice area of our 
profession and to the stresses and problems that can face both lawyers and clients.  My view is 
that lawyers must be supported by their professional regulator and that the Law Society should 
perform its duties with empathy.   One of the first skills I learned when representing lawyers was 
to approach each client from the perspective of listening and understanding. That would be the 
approach that I would employ in serving the profession and the public as a Bencher. 

I hope that I can count on your vote for Bencher in Vancouver County.  I encourage you to reach 
out (604) 682-3771 or aleoni@rhelaw.com if you have any questions about my candidacy. 

Representative Cases 

• Fuchs v. Briscoe, 2019 (with John Rice) – co-counsel on constitutional challenge to Rule
11-8 leading to temporary suspension of the limitation on expert opinion at trial

• Zacher v. Prescesky, 2019 BCSC 500
• McKenzie v. Lloyd, 2018 BCCA 289
• Provost v. Bolton, 2017 BCSC 1608
• Lougheed Estate v. Wilson, 2017 BCSC 1366
• Norris v. Burgess, 2016 BCSC 1451
• Dhillon v. Virk, 2014 BCSC 510 – dismissal of claim against lawyers

Publications 

Bankruptcy and the Landlord Tenant Relationship (CLE-BC, 2014) 
Untangling the Web: Indivisible Injuries and Multiple Tortfeasors (TLABC, 2016) 
Costs and Consequence: Offers to Settle and Sanctions for Parties’ Conduct in Personal Injury 
Litigation (TLABC, 2018) 
Inevitable – or Just Careless? Responding to the “No Negligence” Defences (TLABC, 2019) 
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Volunteerism 

Squamish Windsports Society: President (2014-2017) 
Canadian Club of Vancouver: Director (2008-2010) 

Interests 

Tony lives on the North Shore with his wife and two young daughters. Besides spending time 
with his family, he enjoys snowboarding and kiteboarding. 
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CAMPBELL, Jeff, QC 

Called to the Bar: 1999 

Peck and Company 

Email: jcampbell@peckandcompany.ca 

Website: www.peckandcompany.ca/ 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Jeff Campbell has been an elected Bencher for Vancouver County since 2015.   He is a partner at 
Peck and Company, where he has practiced criminal law for 20 years.  He primarily acts as 
defence counsel but also represents the Crown in prosecutions.  He was appointed Queen’s 
Counsel in 2015.    

Mr. Campbell is actively involved in contributions to the legal community, including the UBC 
Criminal Law Clinic, where he supervises students representing persons on a pro bono basis.  He 
is supervising counsel with the UBC Innocence Project, an organization dedicated to 
investigating claims of wrongful conviction.  He is also a Director of the Criminal Defence 
Advocacy Society. 

Mr. Campbell regularly contributes to legal education. He has authored papers and spoken at 
numerous legal conferences.   

During his time as Bencher, he has served on the Credentials Committee, Practice Standards 
Committee, Access to Legal Services Advisory Committee, and is currently serving as Chair of 
the Rule of Law and Lawyer Independence Advisory Committee.  He has also presided on 
numerous Law Society tribunal hearings.      

ELECTION STATEMENT 

I have worked as a Bencher since 2015.  I care about our profession and believe that the work of 
Benchers is important to protecting our reputation as a trusted, ethical and community-minded 
profession.   

In carrying out the statutory duty to protect the public interest, it is important that the Law 
Society promote the health, competence and well-being of lawyers.  In my four years as a 
Bencher I have frequently assisted lawyers and articled students with ethical issues and 
professional and personal challenges.  I believe that it is critical to promote mentorship for 

mailto: jcampbell@peckandcompany.ca
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students and new lawyers.  My commitment to working with students and younger lawyers has 
been a focus throughout my career.    

As a partner in a small law firm, I am keenly aware of the challenges faced by practitioners.  As 
a lawyer who has represented a broad range of clients, from lawyers and other professionals to 
disadvantaged residents of the Downtown Eastside, I also appreciate the need for legal services 
to be accessible to the entire community.  I am a strong supporter of pro bono work and 
encouraging lawyers to find ways to make their services available to less fortunate members of 
our communities.  

In the four years I have served as Bencher, I have worked on several Committees and Task 
Forces including the Credentials Committee, Access to Legal Services Advisory Committee, 
Practice Standards Committee and the Rule of Law and Lawyer Independence Advisory 
Committee.   

There are many pressing issues that will continue to require the attention of the Law Society, 
including the accessibility of legal services, legal aid reform and protecting the independence of 
the Bar.  I believe that the work of the Law Society is important to our ability to continue as a 
self-governing and independent profession. 

Email: jcampbell@peckandcompany.ca 

Website: peckandcompany.ca 
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