
Memorandum of Understanding 

BETWEEN 

THE SOCIETY OF NOTARIES PUBLIC OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

(the "Notaries Society") 

AND 

THE LAW SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

(the "Law Society") 

WHEREAS: 

A. The Notaries Society has sought improvements to its governing legislation in order to 
modernize and improve the regulation of notaries public in British Columbia and to 
expand the scope of practice available to notaries public and the Law Society has 
sought to improve the delivery of legal services to the public. 

B. In June 2012, Minister of Justice and Attorney General Shirley Bond directed the 
Notaries Society and the Law Society to work together to develop a proposal regarding 
direction for regulatory reform of legal and notaries services in the province to ensure. 
and preferably enhance, the protection of the public interest in the provision of legal 
services; increase both affordability and access to legal services and/or access to 
justice; and create efficiencies in the regulation of legal services. (see letter of Minister 
Bond dated July 11, 2012, attached hereto as Appendix 'A11

) 

C. In August, 2012 the Notaries Society and the Law Society provided a joint response to 
the Minister's request agreeing with the objectives the Minister set and describing a 
process and the principles that would guide the development of any proposal. (see joint 
letter of President Bruce A. LeRose and President John Eastwood, dated August 29, 
2012, attached hereto as Appendix "811

) 

D. The Notaries Society and the Law Society were both of the view that a single, unified 
regulatory body that oversees the regulation of all legal service providers in British 
Columbia including lawyers, notaries and paralegals (but not limited to) is the optimum 
model. 

E. The Notaries Society acknowledged that this could include the regulatory oversight of 
notaries being subsumed In the operations of the Law Society. 

F. The Law Society acknowledged that the preservation of the designation of "notary" and 
the unique distinction of the BC Notary and the considerable goodwill associated with 
that name would be an important element of any such reform. 
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G. The Notaries Society and the Law Society agree that any proposal would involve 
transitional arrangements unfolding over a period of time, including the possibility of a 
period of co-regulation leading to a second phase of unified regulation. 

H. The Notaries Society and the Law Society also acknowledged that the best approach is 
to look at the options from the broad perspective of the provision of all legal services; 
that is, not to limit our consideration to those respecting just lawyers and notaries but 
include current and potential future providers of legal services. 

I. The Notaries Society and the Law Society also believed that the best vehicle to 
encompass this work was the Law Society's Legal Service Provider Task Force. 

J. The Legal Service Provider Task Force, chaired by Bruce LeRose, QC and with John 
Eastwood representing the Notaries Society, met throughout 2013 to develop a proposal 
to respond to the direction by Minister Bond. 

K. In December 2013, the Legal Service Provider Task Force delivered its report and 
recommended that the Law Society seek to merge regulatory operations with the Society 
of Notaries Public, which recommendation was unanimously approved by the Benchers 
of the Law Society. 

L. The Notaries Society and the Law Society have met during 2014 to discuss the Law 
Society assuming responsibility for regulation of notaries public, developing a transition 
plan, preserving the unique identity and identification of notaries public and providing for 
discussions regarding an expanded scope of practice for notaries public. 

THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE: 

1. To pursue the possible development of a joint proposal for consideration by the Minister of 
Justice and Attorney General which would: 

a. Provide for the assumption of regulatory responsibilities for notaries public by the Law 
Society over a period of time; 

b. Provide for the preservation of the identity and identification of notaries public as 
separate and distinct from lawyers; and 

c. Provide for an expanded scope of practice for notaries public. 

2. The term of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be six months during which the parties 
jointly agree to use their best efforts to develop the joint proposal. 

3. The regulatory responsibilities to be assumed by the Law Society over time will inClude 

. a. Trust Accounting and Audit 

b. Practice Inspections 



c. Practice Assistance 

d. Complaints, Investigation and Discipline 

4. The responsibilities that will remain ultimately with the Notaries Society in its representative 
capacity will include: 

a. Professional DevelopmenUPractice Assi~tance 

b. Advocacy and government relations 

c. Public relations and promotion of notaries public 

d. International Liaison 

5. The parties agree that regulatory responsibility for insurance, defalcation and 
misappropriation, and admissions, membership and credentials to be described and defined 
in the joint proposal shall be the subject of negotiation during the term of this MOU. 

6. The joint proposal will provide for a transition plan which will see the assumption of certain 
regulatory responsibilities by the Law Society as an initial phase, consequent upon 
necessary amendments to the Legal Profession Act and the Notaries Act, and wilr also 
provide for additional phases involving the assumption of further regulatory responsibilities 
consequent upon successful completion of previous phases. 

7. The joint proposal will provide for continuing recognition of notaries public as professionals 
with a unique heritage and a distinct identity, separate and apart from lawyers, and will 
ensure that the governance processes In place recognize and incorporate the involvement 
of notaries public to the satisfaction of the Notaries Society. 

8. The parties agree to discuss an expanded scope of practic~ consistent with the submissions 
to government made previously by the Notaries Society within the context of a possible joint 
proposal subject to development of appropriate education standards, qualifications and 
requirements, and the identification of any benefits for access to justice, to the satisfaction of 
the Law Society. 

9. The joint proposal will provide for notary participation on any Law Society task force 
considering the creation, recognition or credentialing of any non-lawyer legal service 
providers. 

10. The parties jointly agree that if they are unable to reach agreement on any element of a joint 
proposal to the Minister as set out above, there shall be no agreement on any of the 
elements. 

11. The parties jointly agree that any communication or record, and any information sapplied to, 
obtained by, or which comes to the knowledge of the other party relating to the subject 



matter of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be without prejudice and shall remain 
confidential, except to the extent necessary to advise their respective boards of the progress 
of the parties and to obtain approval of any joint proposal. 

12. The parties jointly agree that they will keep each other apprised in a timely manner about 
their government lobbying efforts during the term of this Memorandum of Understanding. 

13. Time will be of the essence of this Memorandum of Understanding. 

14. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by further written agreement of 
the parties 

15. This Memorandum of Understanding will be governed by and construed and interpreted in 
accordance with the laws of the Province of British Columbia. 

THE SOCIETY OF NOTARIES PUBLIC OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Per: 
~lOiy- by,_ EoSIWOOCI 

John Eastwoo<:;':~ ...... ..-e.SIWOOCI 
L3FA8C. o-"'olaty, OU• Verify 10 a1 

L3FAB4 ~.-..u<uP.dm? 
Dale: 2015.03.oe U :55:49 -<l8'00' 

Wayne Braid 
3CRIII<7 

Digitally signed by Wayne Braid 3CRHK7 
ON: c=CA. cn=Wayne Braid 3CRHK7, 
o=Notary, ou=Ve1ify iD at 
www.juricert.com/ LKUP.cfm 7id=3CRHK7 
Date: 2015.03.07 16:19:38 -<>8'00' 

THE LAW SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

TIMOTHY e. McGEE rv. c_e; 0 I U('-, 
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