Law Society

Ethics Advisory

Copying and sharing court transcripts

EA-2025-07! August 18, 20252

Introduction

This ethics advisory provides some additional context in regard to issues arising when copying
and sharing court transcripts.

Professional responsibility considerations

The question of copying and sharing transcripts is primarily a contractual matter between court
reporters and lawyers, rather than an issue of professional conduct. Court reporters may seek to
regulate this as they wish by entering into appropriate contracts with lawyers for the preparation
of transcripts.®

In addition, courts and tribunals may issue practice directions regarding the preparation of
transcripts for their proceedings.* The sharing of transcripts is also subject to any other orders by
the decision-maker that would impact distribution.’

Conclusion

When considering copying or sharing court transcripts, lawyers should review the agreement
with the court reporter and any relevant orders or directives from the decision-maker. Similarly,
when another party, including a self-represented party, provides a lawyer with a copy of a
transcript, the lawyer should take steps to confirm the document has been properly shared with
the same considerations in mind.

It is also prudent to be mindful of whether a hearing was closed to the public or if specific

! This Ethics Advisory is based on the Ethics Committee Opinion on copying and sharing transcripts. Ethics
Advisories are reviewed and approved by the Ethics & Lawyer Independence Advisory Committee.

2 Inaugural publication of this Ethics Advisory.

3 Original consideration: EC April 2012. Original summary: “The issue of a lawyer copying a transcript to provide
to another lawyer or party in the same proceeding is a matter of contract between court reporters and lawyers, and is
not ordinarily a matter of professional conduct.”

4 For example, British Columbia Supreme Court Practice Direction PD-17 (Real-time Reporting).

5 For example, a sealing order or publication ban.
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https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/Website/media/Shared/docs/publications/code/ec/2012-04-ch2.pdf
https://www.bccourts.ca/supreme_court/practice_and_procedure/practice_directions/civil/PD%20-%2017%20Real%20Time%20Reporting.pdf

individuals were excluded, and consider how that might affect with whom a transcript may be
shared.

Questions

If you would like to discuss a specific professional responsibility issue regarding copying and
sharing transcripts, feel welcome to contact a practice advisor.

Lawyers must exercise their professional judgment respecting the correctness and applicability of the
material. The Law Society accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions and expressly
disclaims any such responsibility.
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