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RULE 1 — DEFINITIONS

Definitions

1

[06/2018]

In these rules, unless the context indicates otherwise:
“Act” means the Legal Profession Act, SBC 1998, c. 9;

“admission program” means the program for articled students administered by the
Society or its agents, commencing on an articled student’s enrolment start date and
including the period during which the student is

(a) articled to a principal, or
(b) registered in the training course;

“advertising” includes letterhead, business cards and the use of paid space or time in a
public medium, or the use of a commercial publication such as a brochure or
handbill, to communicate with the general public or a group of people, for the
purpose of promoting professional services or enhancing the image of the
advertiser;

“agreed statement of facts” means a written statement of facts signed by discipline
counsel and by or on behalf of the respondent;

“applicant” means a person who has applied under Part 2 [Membership and Authority
to Practise Law] for enrolment as an articled student, for call and admission or for
reinstatement;

“appointed Bencher” means a person appointed as a Bencher under section 5
[Appointed benchers];

“articled student” means a person who is enrolled in the admission program;

“articling agreement” means a contract in a form approved by the Credentials
Committee executed by an applicant for enrolment and his or her prospective
principal;

“articling start date” means the date on which an articled student begins employment
with his or her principal;

“articling term” means the 9 month period referred to in Rule 2-59 [Articling term];
“Barreau” means the Barreau du Québec;
“Bencher” does not include the Attorney General unless expressly stated:;

“chair” means a person appointed to preside at meetings of a committee, panel or
review board;

“Chambre” means the Chambre des notaires du Québec;
“company” means a company as defined in the Business Corporations Act;

11



Law Society Rules

“complainant” means a person who has delivered a complaint about a lawyer or a law
firm to the Society under Rule 3-2 [Complaints];

“complaint” means an allegation that a lawyer or a law firm has committed a discipline
violation;
“conduct unbecoming the profession” includes a matter, conduct or thing that is
considered, in the judgment of the Benchers, a panel or a review board,
(2) to be contrary to the best interest of the public or of the legal profession, or
(b) to harm the standing of the legal profession;
“costs” includes costs assessed under Rule 3-25 [Costs] or 3-81 [Failure to file trust
report] or Part 5 [Hearings and Appeals];
“disbarred lawyer” means a person to whom section 15 (3) [Authority to practise law]
applies;
“disciplinary record” includes any of the following, unless reversed on appeal or
review:
(a) any action taken by a governing body as a result of
(i) professional misconduct,
(i) incompetence,
(iii) conduct unbecoming the profession,
(iv) lack of physical or mental capacity to engage in the practice of law,
(v) any other breach of a lawyer’s professional responsibilities;
(b) disbarment;

(c) a lawyer’s resignation or otherwise ceasing to be a member of a governing
body as a result of disciplinary proceedings;

(d) restrictions or limits on a lawyer’s entitlement to practise, other than those
imposed as a result of failure to pay fees to a governing body, insolvency or
bankruptcy or other administrative matter;

(e) any interim suspension or restriction or limits on a lawyer’s entitlement to

practise imposed pending the outcome of a disciplinary hearing.
“discipline violation” means any of the following:

(a) professional misconduct;

(b) conduct unbecoming the profession;

(c) a breach of the Act or these rules;

(d) incompetent performance of duties undertaken by a lawyer in the capacity of a
lawyer;

(e) conduct that would constitute professional misconduct, conduct unbecoming

the profession or a contravention of the Act or these rules if done by a lawyer
or law firm;
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“enrolment start date” means the date on which an articled student’s enrolment in the
admission program becomes effective;

“Executive Committee” means the Committee elected under Rule 1-41 [Election of
Executive Committee];

“Executive Director” [rescinded]

“fiduciary property” means

(a) funds, other than trust funds, and valuables for which a lawyer is responsible in
a representative capacity or as a trustee, if the lawyer’s appointment is derived
from a solicitor-client relationship,

bu