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9. CHAPTER 6: WHETHER LAWYER ACTING FOR TWO CLIENTS IN
SEPARATE MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS IS IN A CONFLICT
WHERE THE TWO OPPOSITE PARTIES LIVE TOGETHER

Lawyer C. acts for Mrs. B. and against Mr. B. and for Mr. W. and against Mrs. W. in two
separate divorce proceedings. Mr. B. is represented by Lawyer G. and Mrs. W. by Lawyer D.
Mr. B and Mrs. W. live together in a common law relationship.

The Committee was asked by Lawyer G. and Lawyer D. whether Lawyer C. would be acting in a
conflict if he continues to act for his clients, Mrs. B. and Mr. W. Lawyer C. was invited to
comment on this issue and the Committee considered representations made by him.

The Committee was of the opinion that Lawyer C. would be acting in a conflict of interest if he
continues to represent Mrs. B. and Mr. W. Because Mr. B. and Mrs. W. reside in a common
household there is a danger that the representation Lawyer C. provides for each of Mrs. B. and
Mr. W. will affect the claim of the other. For example, if Lawyer C. does a good job for Mrs. B.
there may be fewer resources in the common household to satisfy the claims of Mr. W. Because
Lawyer C. has now obtained confidential information from each of Mrs. B. and Mr. W. that may
affect the representation of the other, he should withdraw from acting for both Mrs. B. and Mr.
W.
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